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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K This communication is responsive to 04 April 2005 - 12 Mav 2005 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 2. 4. 5. 7. 9. 10. 14. 16. 18. 19. renumbered f37 CFR 1.1261 

3. The drawings filed on 16 November 2001 and 17 June 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicants' amendment to 10/015,209 has been examined and remarks reviewed. 
Claims 1, 3, 6, 8, 11-13, 15, 17 and 20 are cancelled. Claims 14 is amended. Claims 2, 
4, 5, 7. 9, 10, 14, 16, 18, and 19 are pending. 

1. Applicants' amendment coupled with the instant Examiner's amendment places 
this application in a condition for allowance. Claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 14, 16, 18, and 19 
are herein allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Brian E. Hennessey, 51 ,271 on or about 21 June 2005. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

3. Replace Claim 14 with the following: 

A semiconductor circuit designing method, comprising: 
(a) providing an inspection item database section in which a circuit feature 
of a semiconductor integrated circuit for which a logical design should be executed 
corresponds to an inspection item of an inspection to be executed before a layout 
design of said semiconductor integrated circuit is executed; 
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(b) notifying a circuit designer executing said logical design of said 
semiconductor integrated circuit of said inspection item, retrieved from said inspection 
Item database section; 

(c) executing said logical design of said semiconductor integrated circuit 
by said circuit designer with reference to said inspection item; and 

(d) executing said layout design of said semiconductor integrated circuit 
by a layout designer with respect to said inspection item. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to Examiner A.M. Thompson whose telephone number is (571) 272-1909. The 
Examiner can usually be reached Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or. Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

5. Responses to this action should be mailed to the appropriate mail stop: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for all OFFICIAL communications intended for entry) 




Technology Center 2800 



